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Fields of Life Donation  

Postal Bible PrizegivingPostal Bible Prizegiving  

Letter received from Wendy and Eamonn Cahill.   

Many thanks to 3
rd

 and 4
th
 class for your wonderful   

donation to Fields of Life from fundraising at your pop 
up restaurant.  We are very grateful and assure you it 
will go along way in Uganda to helping school children 
in Education and bringing life changing clean water to 
communities.  We had the priviledge of visiting Uganda 
this Easter to learn more about the work of Fields of 
Life.  To date they have built 117 schools in East Africa 
which are educating more that 50,000 children and 
drilled more than 670 wells providing water to c. 
650,000 villagers.  We had the pleasure of opening 2 
such wells while we were there and it was wonderful to 
see first hand how clean water was be able to take 
away disease, allow children to collect water in safety 
(as they are not walking miles on lonely roads), and 
also allow the children to attend school again because 
they are not spending hours walking to collect water 
from dirty waterholes.  If children can be educated they 
have a chance to bring about lasting change and break 
the cycle of poverty.  We loved the hope we saw 
through the different programmes in place. 

Again heartfelt thanks for your generousity. 

Wendy and Eamon Cahill 

 

We were delighted to have Fin O’Hara to our school 
this year to deliver a Pottery Workshop to all pupils 
from Infants to Sixth Class.  Our pupils had a fab time 
with Fin. The whole experience was absolutely  
amazing.  Visit our blog or facebook and you will see 
our wonderful creations.  www.abbeyleixsouthns.ie  
(link to blog there) 

 

Thank  you to Gareth and Margaret of Postal Bible 

School who visited the school on Wednesday 17th 

April  for our annual Prizegiving.  Our pupils      

received lovely prizes for which we are very    

grateful. 

Bag Packing 

Our Parents’ Association organised Bag Packs in 

Supervalu, Abbeyleix  on Friday and Saturday the 

20th  and 21st  April.  An amazing €650.00 was 

raised. Sincere thanks to Clíona O’Connell and 

Michelle Collins who co-ordinated the event and to 

all involved in anyway. The money raised will fund 

the purchasing of Science and P.E. equipment for 

our pupils. 

Pottery Workshop 

Ms. Seale on School Placement 

Third and Fourth Class loved having Ms. Seale with 

them during the Spring Term. Here we are saying 

goodbye to her after four wonderful weeks with her. 

Thank you Ms. Seale and every good wish in the 

future.  

 

 

 

http://www.abbeyleixsouthns.ie


Bluebell Walk and Family  Fun Day 

Our Family Fun Day was completely different this 

year. It was held on the Farm of Liz and Canice     

Farrell, Knockatrina Stud.  There was a walk in the 

beautiful surroundings of Knockatrina Woods to see 

the bluebells and then a picnic and fun and games 

after the walk.  A wonderful day was had by all.  

Many thanks to the Farrell Family for hosting the 

event and for their hospitality. Thanks also to Laois 

Hire who donated the Portaloo free of charge to our 

event. 

There could not have been a more active school than 

Abbeyleix South National School  for Active School 

Week  from 8th  to 11th  May.  Thank you to Ms. Kelly,  

our Active School Co-ordinator for drawing up the     

agenda, to the teachers for embracing the week with 

such enthusiasm and to our pupils for partaking in the 

activities with endless energy!  On Tuesday we enjoyed 

outdoor and adventure activities.  In the afternoon a 

huge number of parents, pupils and teacher enjoyed a 

walk around Abbeyleix.  Wednesday  was a busy day 

with a variety of activities such as parachute games, 

rounders, relays etc.  On Thursday our pupils brought in 

their bikes / scooters 

and were              

SO ACTIVE!    

Thursday evening 

saw one of our Dads 

riding off into the 

sunset when he   

collected  one of the 

children’s bikes  

Good exercise for 

parents too! 

We danced all day on Friday – Céilí, Hip Hop,  Modern 
Dance and Folk Dances from Italy, Germany and     

Poland. 

Active school Week 

Badminton Workshop 

All our pupils enjoyed a Badminton Workshop with 

Declan Bennett of Badminton Ireland.  This work-

shop  showed our pupils  the basic gripping        

technique, footwork and  badminton strokes. They 

learned the skills  and rules of the game.  We       

continue to promote physical fitness in our school, 

while helping to improve our pupils’ co-ordination, 

flexibility and balance. 

Biodiversity, Entente Florale Talk 

Thank you to Mary White who visited 3rd and 4th 

class on Wednesday 2nd May to show them slides 

relating to Abbeyleix’s entry in The Entente Florale 

Competition 2017.Mary gave the pupils a great insight 

into what the competition involved for the whole town 

and she talked with the pupils on the importance of 

biodiversity. Third and Fourth Class met with Mary the 

previous Friday as part of the Spring Clean Laois 

week. We are all very aware of the huge part Mary 

plays in the community. We were thrilled to have her 

visit our school to help educate our pupils on the    

importance of playing their part in the community.  



Tennis Workshop 

Pupils from 1st to 6th class have just started 4 weeks 

of tennis with full time professional tennis coach Kieran 

Galvin.  Kieran has 23 years’ coaching  experience 

and is attached to Rathgar Tennis Club as Head 

Coach / Director of tennis. Kieran was with us at the 

beginning of the school year and the pupils benefitted 

so much from the tuition they received that we decided 

to repeat the workshop  at the end of the school year. 

Hopefully we will have good weather for this work 

shop. 

Heritage in Schools Visit  

Michael Moylan of History Live visited our school on   

Friday 4th May.  All pupils participated in the           

interactive workshops which presented all ages of 

Irish history  to our pupils in a fun and engaging way.  

The periods of History Michael covered with our      

pupils were “The Romans” with First and Second 

class,  “The Vikings” with Third and Fourth class and 

“World War 1” with Fifth and Sixth class.  The Junior 

room engaged with History Live through a story telling  

session.  Michael brought many museum quality     

replicas. Our pupils were encouraged to dress in the    

appropriate period costumes, to test out weapons, 

wear  armour and use the artefacts of the time. It was 

a wonderful opportunity for them to learn about what 

life was like for their ancestors and to appreciate their 

unique cultural heritage. 

A Visit to Abbeyleix Hospital 

 

Third and Fourth Class were delighted to visit         

Abbeyleix Hospital on Tuesday 15th May.  They sang 

a variety of songs and brought happiness to the      

patients.  Very kind enthusiastic pupils.  It’s good to 

think of  others and to brighten someone’s day. 

5th Green Flag for Biodiversity 

By RuthTalbot  

On Wednesday 23rd May, I went to the Hodson Bay 

Hotel in Athlone with Charis to collect our next Green 

Flag.  We got our picture taken with a bee.  A school 

played music.  We had chicken and gravy for dinner 

and profiteroles.  I had lots of fun there.  The trip took 

about one hour and a quarter. Our Green Flag was for 

biodiversity. 

By Ruth Talbot  4th class  

 

5th Green Flag for Biodiversity  

By Charis Tomb. 

On Wednesday 23rd May, we went to Hodson Bay   

Hotel for the Green School Award ceremony.  When we 

arrived, we got our photo taken with a flag in a lovely 

garden area.  After a while, the ceremony began.     

People from An Taisce and the County Council spoke 

about what they do and thanked us for all our hard 

work.  We were soon presented with our new green flag 

and a certificate.  After all the schools were given their 

flags, we were given a lovely meal in the restaurant.  

We had a great day and I am looking forward to when 

we raise our 5th Green Flag on 22nd June.  

By Charis Tomb   6th class 



Primary Language Curriculum Day 

As part of the implementation of the new Primary   

Language Curriculum/Curaclam Teanga na Bunscoile 

for English and Irish, all teaching staff attended      

training in Laois Education Centre on Tuesday 1st 

May.  

 

Standardised Tests 

The annual Standardised Tests,  Micra T and Sigma T.  

were administered throughout May and the results will 

be issued to parents through the End of Year School 

Report. 

 

Thursday  7th June:       Junior School Tour  -    

                                       Nore Valley Park   

Friday 8th June:             Children’s Festival Service in  

                                       St. Michael and All Angels’  

                                       Church          

Monday 11th June:        Writers in School  Workshop  

                                       with Author Gillian Perdue   

Wednesday 13th  June:  Introductory Morning for    

                                       our new Junior Infants from   

                                       9.30—11 a.m. 

                                      Meeting with parents at 2.15 pm 

Photographer 

Saundra Thompson visited the school on 16
th
 May and 

was busy for the morning! 

 

Ascensiontide Service 

Staff, pupils and parents attended the Ascensiontide 

Day Service in St. Michael and All Angels’ Church on 

9
th 

May. Ms. Wakefield read a lesson and pupils from 

the Senior Room led the prayers.  We sang lovely 

hymns from the new Hymn Book “Praise and Thanks”. 

  

Monday 18th June:.Sports Day Weather permitting 

Thursday 21st June:  .Clean up evening   

Friday  22nd June  End of Year Service at  9.30 a.m.in 

St. Michael and All  Angels’ Church.  All  welcome to 

join us on this special day where we give thanks for the 

school  year and wish the 6th class pupils every happi-

ness in the future. 

Friday 22nd June:  South School closes for Summer 

Holidays.   

Bishop’s Lenten Art / Craft Media Competi-

tion Lent 2018  

This year’s theme was “Exploring the Whole Bible  -  

66 Adventures” 

Congratulations to  Keelin O’Brien Crosland, Orlaith 

Neavyn and Aishling Kirwan on taking 2nd place in 

this Art Competition Well done to all who entered the 

competition. Great art work— Great artists! and to 

Aoife Neavyn on being awarded the overall prize, The 

Benson Memorial prize.  These pupils will receive their 

prizes at the Diocesan Children’s Festival Service on 

Friday 8th June.  

 

 

Clean Up with Tidy Towns 

During Clean-up week Laois Week Third and Fourth 

Class pupils met with Mrs. Mary White to help clean up 

part of Abbeyleix town.  We are happy to report that 

there was very little litter. 

 

 

 


